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Planning and Transport Committee Meeting
Monday 17th February 2014
At 7.35pm in the Village Hall
Minutes

Present: Cllr L Britt, Cllr P Heeley, Cllr M Turley, Cllr T Cook

Members of the public: Richard Goring and one other
Clerk: Rebecca Luckin
1. To consider accepting apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Beglan (holiday).

2. To record declarations of interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree dispensations
There were no declarations of interest in items to be discussed.  Cllr Turley confirmed that he would withdraw from any discussion of the Barratt’s development site if the occasion arose.  

3. To approve the Minutes of the last Planning and Transport Committee meeting
The minutes of the meeting of 20th January 2014 were agreed as being a correct record and duly signed.

4. To consider planning applications

The meeting was adjourned to allow Mr Richard Goring to give further information on an application before the Council.

SDNP/14/00297/FUL - Land South of Owlscroft Barn Chanctonbury Ring Road Wiston – Application for a track required to ensure access and management of agricultural land for sheep grazing.

Mr Goring explained that in conjunction with SDNPA and liaison with Natural England, an area to the north of the ring had been cleared of Ash trees as a Natural Improvement Area (NIA) to encourage Duke of Burgundy butterflies across the South Downs.  In order to prevent Ash trees regenerating, a herd of Belted Galloway cattle will be introduced, with the help of a grant from SDNPA.  In order to manage the cattle and to ensure their welfare, the farmer has requested that a track be provided, narrow enough for a quad bike or land rover.  An old track exists, but is unsafe to use.  Tom Weedon, SDNPA Ranger, had advocated the project, but SDNPA Planning Dept had subsequently called it in.  Since it is an SSSI, no new materials will be introduced.  When first formed, the chalk track will be visible.  Mr Goring will ask the farmer if any other options would be possible.  An access gate would be locked to prevent illegal use.

Another member of the public was concerned that the proposed track would be visible and asked if another route could be used.  Mr Goring confirmed that this was not available.  

The meeting was reconvened


Councillors were concerned that the proposed track would be 4m wide and crossed an area of archaeological interest and an SSSI. Councillors were also concerned that the site was sloped and would necessitate  significant digging and were of the opinion that an archaeologist should attend the site.  Members expressed concern that the track would represent a significant change, but would only be used occasionally.

Cllr Heeley read Planning Officer comments that SDNPA and HDC may not be able to support the application in its current form (see SDNPA website).

Councillors agreed that they were fully supportive of a Wiston Estate conservation project, but had concerns regarding the impact of a new track.  Members agreed that they would defer to the opinion of experts, but would request that if the SDNPA were mindful to approve the application, that the permanency of the track and the effect upon the landscape and local archaeology be taken into consideration.  The Clerk will make response.  

DC/14/0148 - Woodsmoke Bracken Close Storrington - Proposed extension to incorporate new garage, carport and logstore.  Cllrs Heeley and Cook had visited the site.  There was unlikely to be overlooking issues and neighbours had not submitted any comments on the HDC planning portal.  Cllr Heeley recommended no objection, with a request that the Planning Officer be mindful of any impact upon neighbours.  The Clerk will respond.

SDNP/14/00717/TCA - 6 New Cottages, The Holt – Fell one goat willow, and one apple and reduce one crab apple tree by 20%(works to trees in a conservation area).  Councillors had visited the site and noticed that one tree was deteriorating.  No reasons had been given for removal and Councillors were concerned that the area would become denuded.  Councillors agreed to defer to the opinion of Tree Officer, Will Jones and expressed the hope that the applicant would consider replanting replacement trees in more suitable positions.  The Clerk will respond.  

SDNP/14/00191/HOUS – Hunny House, Chanctonbury Close – Lower extension to rear and right side of existing dwelling to include garage and increase to interior space.  Horsham District Council had confirmed that replacement plans would be provided, but they had not arrived in time for the meeting.  The Application will be placed on the agenda for 5th March.  

5. Enforcement issues update
EN/13/0498 – Advertising flags at John Ireland Way – John Attfield advised that Barratt’s are in the process of submitting an application for advertisement control.  Ongoing.

EN/13/0544 – Fence and gate on Rock Lane – Roger Harding, WSCC, had met with the property owner and two neighbours who are concerned that cars accessing Rock Lane from the west are travelling at speed and pedestrians and children should be protected.  One other neighbour is extremely upset that the fence is in place.  Roger Harding will work to establish and confirm the maintainable highway boundary, gather further information and discuss the case with his manager.  In the meantime the property owner has placed reflective tabs on the posts.

Refusal of V-Sign at John Ireland Way – the applicant had until 3rd February before HDC could pursue any formal enforcement action.  The sign has been moved but HDC confirm that it is still subject to the same enforcement action.  Developers have been given until 25th February to remove the sign or face prosecution.  The Clerk will monitor.  

EN/14/0079– Yaffles, Rock Road, (DC/12/0317) – 4 flags in an area of advertisement control – The Clerk confirmed that HDC Enforcement had commenced an investigation.  

6. To receive planning department decisions
DC/13/2353 – John Ireland Way – Variation of Condition 12 (Highways) to DC/10/1457 – APPLICATION WITHDRAWN.
DC/13/2364 – Pine View, Georges Lane – Single storey side extensions – PERMITTED.
SDNP/13/05885/LIS - Tilleys House  The Pike - Replace a rotten patio door/window with a new like for like replacement (Listed Building Consent) – APPROVED




7. Appeals
APP/Z3825/D/13/2210402 – regarding DC/13/1537 – Ferndene, Bracken Lane – detached annexe.  Appeal to complete by 15th March 2014.


8. Transport issues
Cllrs Heeley and Wyberd had met with Cllr Circus, Cali Sparks (WSCC Principal Community Officer), and Alex Sharkey (WSCC Improvements Manager) – report circulated prior to meeting.  
Summary
Speed limit – Cllr Circus confirmed that he would push for a speed limit of 30mph from the junction with the A283.  To be progressed with the CLC.
Bus Gap – WSCC have no concerns regarding safety.  Cali will provide a written report regarding feedback to Cllr Frank Wilkinson’s questions.  
A283 Crossing – Tracey Webb had no authority to agree to VAS or provide a costing.  Other options were considered.  Alex Sharkey will provide options and costings regarding a solar powered VAS.
Tree removal at Newhouse Lane – delayed due to back log of work.
Parish boundary sign – the Clerk will agree the boundary with Storrington Parish Council and ask WSCC to place the sign in the correct location.  

A283 Highways works – Following WSCC advice that they would close the A283 between Hamper’s Lane and Water Lane for two weekends – 15 / 17th Feb and 22 / 23rd Feb, and Councillors expression of concern, an alternative route was proposed by WSCC.  In the event, works and closure schedules for 15 / 17 Feb were cancelled due to problems caused by weather.  The Clerk confirmed that WSCC were arranging extra resources in order that works can be completed on 22 / 23rd.  Weekday traffic is already using Rock Road.


9. Storrington & Sullington and Washington Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan
Housing Need Survey – draft circulated prior to the meeting.  Councillors noted an increase in numbers looking for affordable housing.  80% of properties were owner occupied, and 68.7% were owned outright with no mortgage – Washington is an affluent community.  65% were in favour of small affordable development if a need was demonstrated, though 62.2% were against open market housing.  There is a need for 2 or 3 bedroomed semi-detached homes, which may be provided by some development at the old WSCC depot.

10. Any other Planning and Transport issues

The Clerk has sent a letter to Barratt’s asking if they would be open to discussions regarding handing the management and ownership of the land to the National Trust.  

The meeting closed at 20.43pm








Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Chairman
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